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SAINT MARV'S ON PRESTIGIOUS LIST OF COLLEGES

bv Charlie Guese
Chief Copy Editor

Saint Mary's College President Brother Ron Gallagher announced in June that he will step
down from his current position
and return to the faculty effective
.June 20, 2013. His decision to
not seek a third term as president
came as a surprise to some Saint
Mary's College students, alumni,
and faculty, considering Brother
Gallagher's relatively successful
tenure of leading Saint Mary's
College into a prosperous period.
In a bulletin sent to all students
and faculty Friday that primarily addressed the events of the
Sesquicentennial Year, Brother
Gallagher stressed Saint Mary's
successes while down playing
any perceived significance in his
decision.
"I don't look at this as a crisis, but rather an opportunity
for enhancing the quality and
deepening the support of our
mission," said Brother Gallagher.
"I have discuss-e.rd with the Board
of Trustees and the Provincial
my reasons for not asking for a
third term, and they are planning
accordingly."
This echoes a similar tone that
Brother Gallagher displayed at
the most recent State of the College address in April, where he
showed no sign of any impending
decision to step down as the college's president in detailing completed plans for Saint Mary's, as
well as plans for the future.
"It's the busiest year I've ever
experienced. We're stretched out,
we're larger than we ever have
been in terms of our graduating
population, and we're busier in
very many positive ways. We've
accomplished a lot in the past
five years and have gained this
momentum that will take us into
the next five years," said Brother
Gallagher.
It remains to be seen who,
exactly, will replace Brother
Gallagher as the chief executive
of Saint Mary's. A presidential
search committee convened as
soon as last week in the Soda
Center to begin preparing for a
new president and the transition
associated with it. Whoever is
selected as the new president of
Saint Mary's College will most
likely be chosen to continue Saint
Mary's recent successes while
also managing any potential
complications that may arise. The
Collegian requested an interview
with Brother Gallagher but his
office did not respond.

Charlie Guese/ COLLEGIAN

bv Anlhonv Goni
Editor-in-Chief

Saint Mary's College of California is featured as one of the
top 40 schools in the 2013-2014
edition of Colleges that Change
Lives, by Loren Pope and Hilary Masell Oswald. Published by
Penguin Books, Colleges That
Change Lives is a resource for
high school students and parents
looking for a unique college experience that doesn't necessarily
fall in line with the impossibly
selective Ivy League or other such

colleges that offer impersonal undergraduate experiences.
Making the cut for this new
edition of Colleges That Change
Lives is an exciting event for Saint
Mary's, especially as the sesquicentennial year dawns and the
college begins to rol! out events in
celebration of Saint Mary's long
and storied history. The college's
inclusion in the book should be
a useful resource in attracting
future students who are looking
for the kind of unique experience
that Saint Mary's offers.
A large part of the praise of

Saint Mary's centers around the
college's motto of "Enter to learn,
leave to serve." Ms. Pope admits
that while the motto isn't particularly exciting for the end of attracting students to the college, it
is important and worthy because
Saint Mary's follows through on
what the motto promises.
A number of the schools picked
for the book have mandatory
seminar programs. These programs range from the introductory courses required at Reed
College in Portland, Oregon, to
the full four-year undergraduate

degree offered at the Saint John's
colleges in Santa Fe, New Mexico
and Annapolis, Maryland. Saint
Mary's falls in between with four
required semesters of seminar.
The Collegiate Seminar has been
an integral part of the Saint
Mary's education since 1942.
Ms. Pope praises the Collegiate
Seminar program for its ability
to hand over the reins of the class
discussion from the professors
the students. This self directed
approach to learning serves as

see COLLEGE, p3

Student involvement fair sparks active student life
Saint Mary's College clubs welcome new members and lead them to their passion
bv Gabi Reves-Acosta
Assistant News Editor

Saint Mary's College is a
school that just happens to be
ripe with ways to get involved
on campus. In college, the advice that most students will hear
over and over again is to "get
involved" . For many students,
it is advice that goes unheeded,
and instead of taking advantage

of an active campus, they are
content to ignore the wealth
of opportunities. The annual
Student Involvement Fair, organized by Student Involvement
and Leadership, seeks to change
that.
The fair, which took place at
Ferroggiaro Quad next to the
barbeque at community time,
shows students just how many
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The Freshman Olympics rally students together for an epic day of competition between residence halls.

COLLEGE: Recognized for seminar program, strong community
the foundation of Saint Mary's
core curriculum. The interpersonal
skills learned in the Collegiate
Seminar program eventually fuel
discussions in future classes building on mutual respect and interest
in shared inquiry.
A grounding in mutual respect
is fostered even outside of the
Collegiate seminar program. On
the local level, Ms. Pope lauds
the college faculty for being available to students and carrying on
challenging conversations with

students outside of class. Mutual
respect is garnered on the larger
scale during Jan Term, where
students have the opportunity to
travel around the world and learn
about diverse cultures. Programs
like Jan Term and the Collegiate
Seminar helped Saint Mary's stand
out of the crowd of other unique,
small Liberal Arts colleges.
Ms. Pope also mentioned the
strong sense of community among
students as a highpoint of the
college. The aggressive school

spirit behind the schools sports
programs, namely the basketball
program brings students together.
School spirit and community are
clear priorities of the college as
evident in the weekly Community
Time sessions. Every Wednesday
(when the weather permits) Saint
Mary's shuts down classes and the
library and hosts a barbecue so that
students can gather outside in the
quad and hangout midweek.
The Christian Brother's mission of teaching the poor and less

fortunate shines on through today
as Saint Mary's hosts a strong
High Potential Program and a
large number of the student body
is eligible for Pell Grant funding.
Add to the mix a large advising
staff and Saint Mary's is a college
that encourages students of all
economic backgrounds to succeed
in school and graduate.
Saint Mary's inclusion in this
widely read series of books is an
exciting start to what is looking to
be a fabulous year for the college.

Crime Beat
08/23/2012
10:06 p.m.
Incident: Petty theft
Synopsis: Missing Buddha statue
in Justin Hall; referred to Community Life
08/25/2012
3:45 p.m.
Incident: Medical assist
Synopsis: Water based paint splattered in student eye on Hillside
with SMC letters; referred to
Community Life and Health &
Wellness
08/25/2012
8:43 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation
Synopsis: Possesion of marijuana
in Justin Hall; referred to Community Life
08/25/2012
9:52 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook vio-

lation
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana and paraphernalia in Aquinas
Hall; referred to Community Life
08/26/2012
1:49 a.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation and medical assist
Synopsis: Underage consumption
of alchohol/transported in Mitty
Hall to John Muir Medical Center; referred to Community Life
and Health & Wellness Center
08/26/2012
3:42 a.m.
Incident: Medical assist
Synopsis: Student experiencing
pain in Augustine Hall, assessed
and transported by friends to John
Muir; referred to Community Life
and Health & Wellness Center
08/27/2012

10:37 a.m.

Incident: Bias incident
Synopsis: Radical and Derrogatory Sexual Orientation remarks
on door name tags in Justin Hall;
referred to Dean of Students
08/28/2012
12:00 a.m.
Incident: Medical assist
Synopsis : Student with several
abdominal cramps in front of
Galileo Hall; referred to Community Life and Facilities Services
08/29/2012
4:25 p.m.
Incident: Informational report
Synopsis: Welfare check student
transported to Counseling Center from Justin Hall; referred to
Community Life and Counseling
Center
08/29/2012
8:00 p.m.
Incident: Lost property

Synopsis: Missing Android phone
possibly in Oliver Hall; referred to
Community Life
08/29/2012
11:20 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook
violation
Synopsis: Noise violation in
Thille Hall; referred to Community Life
08/30/2012
9:26 a.m.
Incident: Informational Report
Synopsis: Suspicious letter in
Counseling Center-later confirmed to be legitimate; suspended
08/30/2012
12:00 p.m.
Incident: Information only
Synopsis: Damage to college
vehicle on campus; referred to
Chief of Public Safety
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Beyond the Bubble _ _ __
Because there's a whole world out there.
Texas mayor killed by angry
donkey
William Bohlke, mayor of the
south Texas town Hollywood Park,
died in a freak accident Monday.
County officials found Bohlke's
body around 10 p.m. The San
Antonio Express-News reports
that a very aggressive stud donkey
attacked the mayor while he was
attending his herd of cattle. The
donkey was 500 pounds, and it
is uncertain what triggered the
attack. The family of Bohlke will
ultimately decide what to do with
the animal that killed the mayor.
The town of Hollywood Park is
meeting this week to appoint a
new mayor.
Abercrombie & Fitch struggles
to stay afloat
Abercrombie & Fitch, a store notorious for its dim lighting and blaring music, was once wildly popular
among the teenaged demographic
but is now losing customers and

revenue. Its signature style of
expensive denim, graphic t-shirts,
and popped collared polo shirts
marked with the familiar moose
logo have seemingly lost much of
their former appeal. In the first
half of the 2012 fiscal year, sales
at stores in the U.S. fell 2.5%. Although it is overall a small number,
Bloomberg Business Week reports
that the stores are getting ready for
lower sales in the rest of the year,
and have closed 71 stores in the last
fiscal year. In non-US. stores open
for more than a year, sales plunged
26 percent in the second quarter,
though the retailer is still popular
is untapped markets such as China.
Farmers of India crops are
threatened
In Kathura, India, farmers pray
for more rain as their damaged rice
paddies and sugarcane crops are in
danger. Monsoon rains are soaking
the fields now, but they came too
late and have affected millions of

Indian farmers- many of which
live in rural areas where farming
is vital to the economy. The showers normally hit in June through
September and are a critical part of
keeping the country's agriculture
afloat. Farmers are left with 1ess
crop and harvest as a result of the
late monsoons. Now many Indian
farmers have to borrow money,
ration food, and wish for a better
harvest next year.
Sonic Youth's Kim Gordon
sells vintage pieces of clothing
in Oakland
Kim Gordon, the wailing songstress of iconic rock band Sonic
Youth, is selling vintage pieces
of her wardrobe at Mercy Vintage Now, a small boutique on
Piedmont Avenue in Oakland.
The clothing sale, which has been
dubbed "KG4Mv," will sell online
as well, and offers the public the
chance to wear pieces of rock history. The clothes are a mix of vintage

and modern designer label, priced
according to the pieces and not
necessarily for whom it belonged
to. To find out more about the sale,
visit www.mercyvintage.com.
Sea World Orlando saves baby
whales off the coast of Florida
Members of the Sea World staff
helped save five baby whalestwo of which were males and
three females. The whales were
in a pod of twenty two shortfinned pilot whales and were the
only survivors. The rescued were
transported to the Harbor Branch
Oceanographic Institute, where
they were tested, treated, and stabilized. Hundreds of residents came
to the beach to help out with the
rescue by turning the whales over
and pouring water over them. Officials will then decide which whales
can be saved and which must be
euthanized. Those healthy enough
will be release back into the wild.

FAIR: Campus clubs provide new members a chance to join
new friends, or (if you're 21 and
over) to just drink wine? There's
a club for that. Diversity clubs
like BSU (Black Student Umon)
and APASA (Asian Pacific
American Student Association),
among others, allow students
to explore their backgrounds
and feel welcomed in the Saint
Mary's family. Sports like club
soccer, tennis, and rowing let
students have fun in a competi-

tive and physical way. As Lexie
Hall, a junior, put it, "Everything was represented, and it
was -a. rea1Iy gootl way for usro
know what's going on".
The Student Involvement
Leadership provides students
the chance to participate in Saint
Mary's student life. Finding
something that truly interests
students and makes them want
to be a part of something, is of-

ten more difficult than it sounds.
At the Student Involvement Fair
the many booths gave students
a way to find their passion. It
could be activism, sports, speaking and practicing a language, or
any of the multitudes of organizations that were represented,
but no matter what, there was
an open invitation at each and
every booth to find one's passion.

College's new core curriculum provides clear learning goals
Staff Writer

The newest class of Gaels marks
the first group of students that
will graduate under the new core
curriculum, which has been in
the works for over six years. Prior
to the class of 2016, the general
education requirements remained
largely unchanged for over a quarter of a century. With the new core
curriculum, the general education
model at Saint Mary's shifts from
a focus on area requirements to
instead a larger focus on learning
outcomes. These learning goals
range from the familiar concepts
of critical thinking and shared
inquiry to mathematical and scientific understanding, and finally
to the social justice-centric goals of
common good and community engagement. Each learning outcome
belongs to three major groupings of student learning: Habits
of Mind, Pathways to Knowledge, and Engaging the World.
But while the new core curriculum
is worded differently than the general education requirements of the
past, many components feel very
familiar. For example, Seminar
and writing composition courses
fall under the Habits of Mind

grouping, while what was known
as "area requirements" (such as
courses in art, science, math, religious studies, etc.) fall under the
Pathways to Knowledge group.
With these similarities, the
new core curriculum expands
and clarifies the goals of the general education requirement. But
if the requirements are largely
similar, why was there a need for
a new core? Ellen Rigsby, faculty
member and member of the Core
Curriculum Implementation
Committee explains, "We hadn't
examined the old curriculum in
over twenty years. You have to
keep curriculum relevant to what
is going on in the world, and even
if it's just changing the wording,
students have to know what it is
they are being asked to do. [...]it's
about making the learning goals
explicit and clear- not about
changing things drastically." Additionally, the new core hopes to
provide a more integrated and
developmental experience for
students. Rigsby states, "There's
a story in the new core that
helps you go from freshman year
to senior year to your career."
Aside from strengthening and
clarifying the general education
requirements, the new oore also

introduces the Engaging the
World learning group, which
will include service-learning
and community-based research
courses. Beth Hampson, Coordinator of Engaged Teaching &
Learning at CILSA, is excited
about more students becoming
involved in the community and
explains, "What used to be the
experience of some now gets
to be the experience of all. "
In order to meet the learning
goals of the core curriculum,
many courses under the previous area requirements had to be
altered. Cynthia Garrote, faculty
member and member of the Core
Curriculum Implementation
Committee explains that some
professors are modifying, while
others are developing all new
courses. Ganote states, "With the
core curriculum, we pull together
the best of Saint Mary's and have
our professors in dialogue, making sure it is the best learning experience for students as possible."
With faculty and staff committed
to establishing relevant, developmental, and integrated curriculum
for all students, regardless of
their major, it seems that the best
learning experience is already well
underway.

Katmanovitz Schoofof Education Information Session
Saturday, September 8., 2012
lO:OO a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
.P:ilippi Academic HaU:'Rm.

115
x.4700

Saint Mary's general education model shifts
bV Justher Gutterrez

Connecting the Dots:
Environmental Racism in our
Backyard

Thursday. Septemb,er 6.r. 2012
5;00 P·m· -6;3;!)p.m,

continued from page 1
touched on why the fair was so
beneficial, saying, "It's a great
way to kick off the new school
year, and I liked how the fact
that there are more clubs every
year." She was right, and with
new clubs every year there are
always avenues for students to
find something to be passionate
about.
Do you want to be active, to
explore your culture, to make

Shake Shack
Wednesday, September 5,
2012
Dryden Eran
Contact C:l\B
x4146

Planning an
event?

E-mail us with
details of your eve
at:
collegian@stmarysca.edu
or call for more info,.; '

(925) 631-4279
Sorry, but due to sp~
limitations we cannot
list individual club
meetings.

Gaels on the Go
Saturday, September 8, 2012
1:05 p.m. - ~:00 p.m.
AT&T Park
Contact CAB
x4146
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OPiN"ioN
Excessive Chicken sandwiches create debate
drinking is The future of Chick-fit-a rests with actions of consumers
unecessary
bV Man Rinuard
Contributing Writer

bv Gabi Reves-Acosta
Assistant News Editor

E

very year a new class of
freshmen enter colleges and
universities nationwide with their
eyes wide and eager as they load
up their rooms with enough Top
Ramen to last a century. After the
last of the parents have driven out
of the parking lot and the first few
days of school draw to a close, college freshmen are left with awkward
amounts of time, where instead of
reading or travelling or getting to
know each other they do the most
obvious thing-drink. According
to the National Institute on Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism, nearly 2,000
college students between the ages of
18 and 24 die from alcohol related
injuries, with a higher concentration
of deaths surrounding 18 and 19
year olds. This statistic is scary- in a
pearl clutching, your mom is about
to call you begging you to never drink
again kind of way. What makes it
scarier is the knowledge that these
alcohol deaths stem from students
who think that unabashedly drinking
is somehow cool.
Let's be clear, I'm not saying that
we should ban alcohol. To do so
would be unrealistic and idiotic, because it is a somewhat enjoyable part
of life that provides lots of people
with a good time and good memories. But to look at the familiar image
of a young college student stumbling
through dorms that she doesn't even
live in, her eyes glazed and lost because she doesn't know where she is
or who she was with, is to see why it
is just so stupid for people to get so
out of control with alcohol.
I sometimes say this out loud to
my friends, and I am never surprised
by the usual response of bewilderment. To a lot of students, to drink
and later tell the story about being so
wasted you threw up, or woke up on
the ground without pants or shoes on
(take your pick) is for some reason
a badge of honor. It is important to
acknowledge that drinking excessively is not only unsafe but stupid
and unnecessary. That is not the only
thing there is to do at college, which
is a fact that gets overlooked by an
embarrassing amount of people.
My parents were moderate drinkers; the kind of people who had red
wine with their dinner and drank
too much and laughed too loudly at
Christmas. When it came time for me
to be old enough to drink, my mom
sat down with me and awkwardly
told me that I should be "safe," or
whatever that means. Being the girl
that I am, I nodded, gleaning from
that one word that I could drink with
my friends as long as I knew that
there were other things to do on a F.riday night instead of getting so drunk
that I become a blubbering mess.
Getting drunk, tipsy, and buzzed are
all things that most college students,
including me, have done, but to feel
the need to consistently do it is not
necessary in maintaining a social life.
I don't pretend that drinking isn't fun
because it is, but vomit never looked
good on anybody.

id you know, dear reader,
that you can make a political statement with a chicken sandwich? Don't you feel empowered?
Yes, it's true: in choosing whether
or not to eat at Chick-Fil-A, you are
taking part in the battle over samesex marriage.
For those of you who missed it,
allow me to summarize the fuss.
On July 2, 2012, Biblical Recorder, a
weekly Baptist magazine, published
an interview with Dan Cathy, the
troglodytic president and chief
operating officer of Chick-Fil-A, in
which he said, "We are very much
supportive of the family - the biblical
definition of the family unit. We are
a family-owned business, a familyled business, and we are married to
our first wives. We give God thanks
for that." (For the sake of time, I'll
ignore the spurious claims of a
biblically-defined family).
The Human Rights Campaign
and GLAAD condemned Cathy
almost instantly, as did some celebrities and public figures. The mayors
of Boston and Chicago effectively
threatened to prevent any more
Chick-Fil-A franchises from opening in their respective cities, and
Mayor Ed Lee of San Francisco
advised the company to stay away
as well.
Mike Huckabee counter-responded with "Chick-Fil-A Appreciation
Day," wherein supporters were to
eat at the restaurant to support it
and its family-values. Huckabee was
supported in this by a retinue of religious-right figures, including Sarah
Palin and the ever-antediluvian Rick
Santorum.
Finally, GLAAD counter-counter-responded with the "National
Same-Sex Kiss Day At Chick-Fil-

D

A," whose title I think is sufficiently
self-explanatory.
I'm only going to briefly address
why Cathy's remarks are absurd,
which I hope is obvious to you: The
opposition to same-sex marriage
(Chick-Fil-A has supported numerous anti-gay groups, such as Focus
on Family, through its WinShape
Foundation) is based almost entirely
on conservative religious belief and
encourages unreasonable civil and
social disparity between heterosexual and homosexual couples.
The idea that gay men and women
cannot constitute a family unit,
children or no children, is not only
prejudicial but also contrary to numerous studies by the APA and the
countless cases of warm, happy, and
healthy families of same-sex couples
throughout the United States.
I'm more interested in the response of the mayors of Boston,
Chicago, and San Francisco. While
I am wholly sympathetic to their

points and their admirable defense
of the LGBTQ populations, the
mayors' threats to keep Chick-FilA out of their cities are troublingly
contradictory to the First Amendment rights of its owners. Dan
Cathy and his family might hold
archaic and homophobic views, but
under the First Amendment, they
have the right to do so without government intervention. I do not have
respect for Dan Cathy's opinions,
but I do have respect for his n'ght to
his opinions.
In a terrific column for Slate, Eliot
Spitzer cogently clarifies this: Those
who hold opinions opposite of our
own are free to run a business, "as
long as they comport themselves in
accordance with the law... Government has no business telling them
what to think or how to proselytize."
So while banning a business for
having ignorant views is certainly
unconstitutional, boycotting a business for having ignorant views is a

powerful tool we consumers have
the right (and responsibility) to use.
But as Spitzer points out, why
stop at a chicken sandwich? Brawny
paper towels, Angel Soft toilet paper,
and Dixie Brand are all owned by
the Koch brothers, "who fund every
far-right super PAC under the sun."
Or you have Cinemark, whose
owners donated $9,999 to support
Proposition 8. If you happen to be
against gay marriage, you should
know that Starbucks and Oreo both
support it (the latter was defended,
also, by its parent company, Kraft
Foods).
Here's the point: Opposing a
company for its or its owners'
opinions is the obligation of we the
consumers, not the government and
its officials. So while Chick-Fil-A
has antiquated, nonsensical, and
repulsive views, whether or not it
can continue to operate is not the
government's responsibility, it's
ours.

Do you even know your Facebook friends?
Social media addiction costing us our personal relationships
bV Jamie Douglas
Staff Writer

ocial media is a phenomenon that has taken over
the lives of college-aged students.
To find a teenager or young adult
without a Facebook or Twitter
would be like finding a dinosaur
in New York City. We have so
much time to devote to social
media that we don't have time to
maintain the relationships that
matter. It's how we keep in touch,
and it's also how we lose touch
with our lives.
I am one of the many young
adults caught up in the obsession
of Facebook, and admittedly
check it when I get up, in between
class, and as soon as I get home.
Nat to mention refreshing the
page over and over while doing
homework. But I am simultaneously disgusted by the dependency and fascination with minute by

S

minute updates provided on the
Internet and mobile technology.
To put things in perspective,
thirty years ago these invasive
websites did not exist. People
were unaware of others' day-today events unless one individual
picked up the phone and had a
conversation with another about
it. As a society we have lost that
personal aspect of relationships.
Even family members now are
unable to pry their eyes off of
their iPhones to hear about each
other's day.
Facebook has developed in the
past few years to provide photosharing capability, checking-in
at locations to let friends know
where you are, and even faceto-face chat. The definition of
"friends" has even been warped
and redefined through social media. Twitter provides "followers"
who read your short personal
messages, and Facebook allows

"friends," those you have even some acquaintances from high
never met in person before, to school that without this technolview your personal photos, status ogy, I might have lost touch with.
updates, and where you are at ev- On the other, would I have really
ery minute, should you choose to felt compelled to stay in touch
make that information available. with them without Facebook?
How many of these "friends" Probably not.
would pick you up in the middle
The development of technolof the night were your car to get ogy obviously is not slowing
down, and at the age we are, it is
a flat tire?
Twitter is an invention for being marketed to us so heavily
those who believe others actually that there is no chance of escapcare about their every thought, . ing it. The bright college graduaction, and meal. I don't feel ates of our generation might even
that anyone except maybe Oprah become the ones creating the
needs to have their every thought technology. The main thing I can
broadcasted in real time to thou- hope for my peers and friends is
sands of people. Anyone who that we have the sense of mind
feels this concept applies to them to pull our attention off of. our
needs to be bumped off their ped- laptops, put away our cell phones,
estal. I see no positive outcome and interact with our families and
or productivity from Twitter. friends. And if you simply canEven with Facebook, a slightly not part with your iPhone, stop
more personal website, the cons Facebook stalking the cheerleader
far outweigh the pros. On one you hated in high school, and
hand, I have kept in touch with call your Grandma to say hello.
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Thank you, cleaning people t b
a oo
bv Gabi Reves-Acosta
~sistant News f.-ditor

bV Sara Desantis
Opinion Editor

will be honest, I don't know her name. I feel like I should, I feel
like I should know the name of the lady who comes to clean our
townhouse every week, but I just don't. She comes in, silent and quick,
mopping our floor and cleaning our restroom, gone before I even
notice she's there and the only way I do notice is because she leaves
behind the lingering and pleasant smell of a clean home. My trash
can, which before her arrival is overflowing with dirty paper plates and
empty containers of cookies (I have a weakness for Fig Newtons), is
empty and clean. The room is seemingly brighter from her presence.
I have grown up in a household where cleaning was an individual
responsibility, something that either got done or didn't. Yet, there is
something comforting about knowing that she comes once a week, a
stable presence in a dorm of girls that are always busy. She and her
colleagues are usually overlooked by the students that they help every
week, diligently making our living spaces more bearable. She is awesome, and she doesn't know how much I wish that I knew her name.
Without her, our suite would be uninhabitable. Without her, your suite
would be uninhabitable.

I

Courtesy of winthrop~massachusetts.olx.com

Sandwiches are awesome
bV Sara Desantis
Opinion Editor

"l "l fhen times are tough, I think about sandwiches.

Peanut butter

VV and jelly, BLTs, grilled cheese, meatball subs, tuna salad, egg

salad, turkey, roast beef, veggie, and the list goes on. In my experience
of searching for reliable things to eat, sandwiches always pull through.
What is it that makes sandwiches so beguiling? Is it the variety of
cheeses, meats, and condiments to choose from? The crisp lettuce and
sweet tomatoes? Maybe it's the bread -wheat, baguette, or, my personal
favorite, sourdough? Sometimes, all I can think about is that moment
when you walk into Boudin and the smell of warm sourdough hits
you. There are times when I am tempted to stick a candle in a loaf of
sourdough and use it as my birthday cake. Sandwiches mean so much
more than the delicious bread they are made with. Peanut butter and
banana is basically my childhood and tuna salad reminds me of summer picnics at the park. In my hometown, San Diego, we have a place
called Board and Brew that serves their delicious sandwiches with a
secret sauce to pour on it. I'm not sure what is in that sauce, but it is
an epiphany in a plastic tin. Whether they are toasted, in a wrap, or
open-faced, sandwiches never fail to make my day.

Courtesy of 1075:zoofm.com

The new political norm: bending the truth
Democrats and Republicans appeal to voter's emotions with lies
bv Charlie Guese
Chief Copy Editor

TI epublican Vice Presidential

~andidate Paul Ryan energized his party's base at the Republican National Convention in Tampa
on Wednesday, linking middle class
hardships with President Obama's
policies. In the heart of his speech,
Ryan stated that a General Motors
factory closed in his Janesville,
Wisconsin hometown because of
President Obama. ·
"President Barack Obama came
to office during an economic crisis,
as he has reminded us a time or two,"
said Paul. "My home state voted for
President Obama. When he talked
about change, many people liked the
sound of it, especially in Janesville,
where we were about to lose a major
factory."
The problem is, that factory closed
in 2008 during the George W Bush
administration- months before
President Obama was even sworn
into office. But the embellishment
was not just isolated to one part of
his speech. Ryan blamed Obama for
"funneling" $716 billion away from
Medicare, claiming that the Afford-

able Care Act, or "Obamacare" as
it is known in the GOP lexicon, is
a serious threat to Medicare. Ryan's
memory must be selective, for he
voted in favor of reducing Medicare as part of cutting government
spending- the signature of Ryan's
political career.
His partner, Presidential candidate Mitt Romney, is not any more
truthful, either. Romney proposes to
slash the federal deficit to encourage
small business growth, saying in his
convention speech Thursday that
"America will not vanish as have
those in Greece, we will cut the
deficit and put America on track to a
balanced budget." When pressed on
his budget plan, however, Romney
fails to provide specifics as to how
he would cut $500 billion from the
budget every year. Critics, including
Paul Krugman and last week's cover
story of The Economist, conclude that
Romney's budget plan will actually
increase government spending, not
decrease it.
The Democratic ticket isn't immune to bending truths, either. A
more recent egregious instance of
inaccuracies in the Obama campaign appeared in a pro-Obama

super-PAC advertisement in which
Joe Soptic, a steelworker whose
plant was closed after Romney's
Bain Capital purchased it, blamed
Romney for the death of his wife.
In reality, Soptic was forced to take
a school janitorial job after the plant
closed, and because his new job did
not include health insurance, his wife
was unable to receive treatment for
her lung cancer.
So what does this say about
politicians today when the two
candidates vying for the presidency
horrendously misuse factual infor-

mation in campaign speeches and
political advertisements to make a
point? Maybe it's no longer expected
that politicians should be honest.
Republicans and Democrats feel it
is their prerogative to weave facts
into their narrative in order to make
a strong, emotional reaction in
the electorate. It may be careless,
irresponsible, and unfair to voters,
but in light of extreme partisanship
and unrestricted campaign spending
through super-PACs, this behavior is
the new standard for any politician
seeking an election.

H

ere is the scene: You get
your toasted sandwich, walk
into Oliver Hall, expectantly look
over the tables of kids simultaneously talking and chewing, and realize that you do not see a familiar face
anywhere. Now you are faced with
two options: take your meal back to
your dorm and eat with your dust
bunnies, or sit down and just eat it
there. For many people, the concept
of eating a meal alone in a dining
hall is terrifying. Unfortunately,
with class schedules and extracurriculars, there will usually come a
time when you are hungry, but have
no one to eat with. Maybe you are
just so hungry that waiting for your
friend's class to end would certainly
lead to your untimely demise. Even
though it may seem like it to you,
eating alone is not a social taboo.
Actually, eating alone on the occasion is great. For example, there
are those times at breakfast after
staying up to ungodly hours of the
morning to write a paper that you
cannot even form a coherent sentence let alone figure out how you
poured coffee over your oatmeal (or
the fact that you are drinking the
coffee in the dining hall at all). Do
you really want people around you
at a time like that? Lots of people
are creatures of the night, and eating
alone at breakfast is not only acceptable but highly preferable compared
to making forced conversation or
forgoing food altogether and risking
the chance of your stomach making
dying whale noises during seminar.
George Washington once said "It
is better to be alone than in bad company." There will be times when
you find yourself eating alone and
realize that it is actually quite nice.
Do you really want your thrilling
story of an encounter with a rabid
raccoon late one rainy night rudely
interrupted by a girl complaining
about her broken eyelash curler?
That will never be an interesting
conversation, so why waste your
short break between classes nodding
sympathetically as you internally
plan her demise. This is a valuable
opportunity to decompress after
a stressful day or calm down after
dealing with a noisy roommate, so
use it wisely.
Making friends is not an easy
thing, especially when starting at a
new school, so don't be afraid to ask
to sit with a group of people that you
know from class. If you recognize
someone who is also dining alone,
go over and ask to sit with them.
Maybe they will appreciate your
raccoon story.
Even though it feels like you are
on a catwalk when you walk in the
dining hall and that everyone is staring at you, chances are they - like
you - are concerned about what
other people think of them and are
merely looking at you because they
are bored. You never know-people
may be more jealous of your bravery
and independence as you nonchalantly sit down with your toasted
sandwich and a novel.
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Lawless falls short of expectations

While LaBeouf and Hardy shine, deviation from genre takes away from film
llY 1111 lummen
Contributing Writer

Armed with a brilliant cast,
Director John Hillcoat takes
on the tried and true Prohibition era with his crime drama
Lawless. Set in 1930s Virginia,
the film follows three bootlegging brothers (played by Shia
LaBeouf, Tom Hardy, and Jason Clarke) as they are forced
to fight corrupt lawmen and authorities that want a piece of the
prohibition pie. The Prohibition
period piece has been a fixture
in American media for several
years now (including, most recently, HBO's Boardwalk Empire), so the film certainly isn't
breaking any new ground with
setting its drama here. Despite
that, Lawless finds a way to put
itself above and beyond your
typical prohibition era film.
The film's cast and its cinematography truly set it apart.
With such a character-driven
film, it is important to have the
actors portray their roles to the
fullest, and on that front, the
cast delivers. LaBeouf takes a
break from dating models and
screaming at transforming robots to turn in a strong performance as Jack Bondurant, the
central character of the piece.

But the true star of the film is
Tom Hardy in his role of Forrest
Bondurant, the incredibly powerful and ruthless patriarch.
To go along with this strong
ensemble, Lawless itself is also a
beautiful looking film . The film
is shot in a very stylized, classical way, with plenty of creative
camerawork. This keeps the
film's pace up and makes for an
interesting and beautiful flick.
This cinematography even beautifies the Scarface-level violence
that occurs throughout the film,
making it seem necessary rather
than excessive. Admittedly, the
violence is graphic and gruesome, but it also looks gorgeous
in its own gritty, disgusting way.
For the most part, the film
delivers what you'd expect from
watching the trailer: great actors
and beautiful scenery. However,
that does not leave this movie
without fault. While it featured
some strong performances from
some great actors (Gary Oldman in a brief cameo was another standout), I felt this also
caused some talented performers and their characters to be underutilized. This rang particularly true with Jessica Chastain's
character, as well as the women
in this film in general. It makes
sense that the film is primarily

Beacon of Sound

focused on the three Bondurant
brothers, but it is important to
flesh out the other characters as
well so the story flows better.
And while the direction in
which Hillcoat took the film
keeps the genre feeling fresh,
these deviations take away from
the impact of the film as well.
The key to a great crime film is
to have several shades of gray
involved. Lawless unfortunately
falls short of this balance, stick-

ing with a much more black
and white interpretation of the
crime film. It is immediately
established that the Bondurant
characters are the heroes and
the law enforcement are the villains, with little to no room for
debate. While this decision was
obviously one that came from
screenwriter Nick Cave (as well
as the novel it is based off of)
isn't necessarily bad, or wrong,
but rather it causes the film to

leave less of an impact upon the
audience member as it might
have by allowing those shades
of gray and interpretation to be
present.
Lawless is a beautifully performed and well-shot film that is
held back from greatness due to
some story inconsistencies and
genre hiccups; however, it's still
a solid, entertaining film.
Grade: B-

Courtesy of slate.com

What to wat·ch this fall

Irish band avoids sophomore slump Occupy your weeknight with these 5 procrastination-worthy shows
by Jose Basulto

Two Door Cinema Club
Beacon

The pressure is greater than
ever for the Northern Irish band
Two Door Cinema Club. They
are making a comeback after
their critically-acclaimed first
album Tourist History (2010).
With highly successful songs
such as "What You Know" and
"Something Good Can Work,"
fans can only hope that it delivers the equivalent, if not more.
However, after listening to the
new album, it is silly for listeners to be doubtful about the
band delivering anything less.
Two Door Cinema Club cannot
disappoint.
Known for its alternative
genre, the new sophomore album adds more electronic components and gives the electric
guitar a little more attention
throughout the album. Beacon
grants new rhythms and beats,
but thankfully, the band does
not lose the classic, unique,
upbeat, and chipper sound that
the first album brought. In fact,
the song "Handshake" sounds
similar to a track you would
find on the first album, yet still
different. It is exactly what a
sophomore album should be :
a slight change to bring new
music while making sure to remember what made them a sue-

cess to begin with.
The lyrics of the twelve
tracks found on this album are
put together carefully and sung
with depth and meaning. Lead
singer Alex Trimble has an
iconic voice that one can replay
in their minds for days. If you
and your significant other are
encountering problems such as
distance, you are most likely
to relate to the album. "Next
Year," "Someday," and "Sleep
Alone" are about a particular
someone who is distant for a
reason. Though the lyrics carry
deep realizations such as, "I
don't know where I am going to
rest my head tonight, so I won't
promise that I'll speak to you
today. But if I ever find another
place, a better time for that moment, I was never what I am,"
the songs do not wrap themselves with depressing tones
or melodies. It still carries the
bouncy, groovy tone that can
almost be viewed as a form
of a venting session for many,
rather than a depressing time to
reflect.
Nonetheless, each song on
the album has a unique approach to them in both content
and sound, and they all promise a sense of satisfaction in
one way or another. Make sure
to gift your ears by purchasing
Beacon, the new Two Door Cinema Club album.
Grade: B+
Download: Next Year

by Jamie Douglas
Staff Writer

Castle
Returns Sept. 24 on ABC

Last season ended with Beckett chasing down her shooter,
only to almost get killed again.
Castle and Beckett profess their
love for each other, much to the
delight of eager fangirls everywhere. Getting back to work,
the two will most likely be keeping their relationship a secret,
but it's not all fun and gamesBeckett is still in danger. Mysteries will be solved, characters
will be twisted, and nothing will
be simple.
Elementary
Premieres Sept. 25 on CBS

Sherlock Holmes fans unite!
After the unbelievable success
of the modern reinvention of
classics on BBC (a miniseries),
this new CBS premiere already
has huge buzz. While there
have been countless versions of
Holmes with varying levels of
success, viewers will be seeing
something new. Sherlock (Jonny
Lee Miller) has a new sidekicka woman. Lucy Liu will play Dr.
Joan Watson, who meets the detective in NYC post rehab.
Once Upon A Time
Returns Sept. 30 on ABC

Everyone's favorite fairy tale
show will be back this season
full of even more characters.
Last season ended with Emma
and Regina being forced to work
together to save Henry's life. He

slips away, and ~------------------~
after Emma's
devastated kiss
to his forehead,
he awakes and
the curse is
broken. Now
that everyone
remembers
who they are,
Season 2 will
weave through
the theme of ----"""'-'
redemption.
,.,,......-~~~------.
We'll see the
Charming family
reunion,
learn the identity of Henry's
birth father, and
meet Captain
Hook, Sleeping
Beauty, Prince
Phillip,
Sir
Lancelot, and
Mulan.
The New Normal
Premieres Sept. 11 on NBC

Last Resort

Following in the ultra successful path of Modern Family, this new NBC premier will
follow a gay couple (played by
Justin Bartha and Andrew Rannells, pictured top right) as they
hire a single mother as their surrogate, right as her life is getting
complicated. Sure to be funny
and controversial, the show has
already been banned in some
areas and boycotted in others.
If it's as successful as Modern
Family, that shouldn't matter
much.

Premieres Sept. 27 on ABC

Fans of Lost might find a
place to thrive on Thursday
nights with this new islandbased thriller. A bit of a different storyline, Last Resort stars a
renegade submarine crew who
goes off the radar after refusing
to fire nuclear missiles. They
find a home on a small NATO
base where they create lives in
secret. The impressive cast has
to figure out order, love, and living on the run defying orders.
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Women's soccer splits games in Texas Sports meme of the week
Gaels defeat Sam Houston before falling to Texas A&M

Courtesy of smcgaels.com

Christina Tognetti scored the lone goal for the Gaels this past weekend in Texas

by George Robles
--Sports Editor

This past weekend the women's
soccer team traveled to Texas to
play in the Texas A&M Tournament. Conditions were rough as
they had to withstand 100 degree
weather along with thunderstorms.
This didn't bother the Gaels too
much in their first game, where
they defeated Sam Houston State
1-0.
In the 25 1h minute of the game,
Christina Tognetti scored ber first
goal of the season to put the Gaels
in the lead. After a 90 minute
weather delay, Saint Mary's turned

up the defense, holding the Bearkats to five total shots to the Gael's
20. K.hayla Jones was in her first
Saint Mary's start behind the net,
making three saves.
Next up, the Gaels faced host
No. 16 Texas A&M, where they
would fall 0-1 in a hard-fought
battle to the end. It was a tough
day for the Saint Mary's offense
as they would be out-shot 5-28,
but the Gael defense came up big
for the most part of the game until
the 83 10 minute when the Aggies
scored past goalie Khayla Jones.
She finished with nine saves on
the day despite the loss. "Today

we played very very well and
A&M is one of the best teams in
the country," said head coach Kai
Edwards. "We were on our second
day of 100 degree weather versus
one of the most athletic teams in
the country. This will prepare us
for games like BYU, Cal Poly and
other teams."
Saint Mary's will next look to
rebound when they travel along
the coast to Cal Poly in San Luis
Obispo on Friday at 7:00pm and
t en come back to Moraga to
host the University of Oregon on
Sunday at noon at Saint Mary's
Stadium.

Men's soccer settles for tie in Sacramento
Physical defense plays role in a scoreless match for the Gaels
by George Robles
Sports Editor

Trevor Newquist will lead the Gael offense through two tough home games

this weekend in Moraga

The No. 18 ranked men's soccer
team of Saint Mary's traveled an
hour north to face host Sacramento
State where they would end in a
scoreless draw. It was an intense,
defensive game where there was only
a total of eight shots on goal total
between the two teams. Jose Cabeza
led the Gaels with two shots on goal.
It was a physical game as proved
by the six yellow cards and two red
cards given out, including the two
red cards handed in extra time in
the 109m minute. Goalkeeper Andre
Rawls made three saves for the Gaels
in the perfect 82 degree and sunny
weather in Sacramento.
"It was really a good, hard fought
match just like we expected," said
SMC head coach Adam Cooper.
"Both teams had chances but neither
of us capitalized. It was our first
road game of the season so to come
out with a point and a shutout isn't
too bad."
This upcoming week, Saint
Mary's will play the toughest opponents of their preseason schedule
as they first host CSU Bakersfield on
Friday at 4:00pm and then Creighton on Sunday at Saint Mary's at
3:00pm.

STEROIDS: Punish players, not team
continued from page 8

Cabrera suspension was worse.
He is young, he could fly, plays
great defense and could hit. Boy,
could he hit. He didn't hit for
power but he had a knack for line
drives or timely bloops. So when
he was suspended it came as a
shock to me. There were talks
of resigning him, but all that is
out the window. Most thought
the Giants would implode in the
scandal, but instead they went on
a run and are playing their best
baseball of the year.
Three days after the news of
the steroid scandal, I went out
with my friends to an Ns game.
Bartolo Colon pitched a great
game, going eight strong innings
against the Indians while giving
up only one run as the A's won
8-5. A couple days after that,
MLB announced that Colon
tested for steroid usage and would
be suspended fifty games as well.
I thought that the steroid era

was over and that there was an
equal playing field . But I thought
wrong. Members of the national
media suggested that a stricter
penalty should be enforced for
steroid users. Some even thought
that wins should be taken away
from teams: after all, Cabrera
was leading the Giants in many
offensive categories while Colon
won ten games for the Ns.
What do I think? Well, I think
that in the post-steroid era, those
who still find ways to cheat should
be punished harshly. But victories
should not be taken away from the
teams. The Giants fanbase and
players were penalized enough
when they lost one of their best
players from the team. The A's
had to come up with a fast plan
to fill a gap in their rotation. The
team did not cheat, the individual
did. Maximize punishment on the
individual because that individual
had already hurt the team.

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Lauren Corp
Volleyball
Lauren was named
the MVP of the
Sacramento Invitational Tournament
this past weekend
after having 37 kills
in the Gaels three
wins
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Gael domination in Sacramento
Volleyball sweep three teams in route to championship

Melky Cabrera and
Bartolo Colon are
latest to make fans
angry
hv Simon Trvnza
Assistant Sports Editor

First and foremost, I am a
huge baseball fan. Anyone who
has ever met me knows that. My
summer wardrobe consists of
nothing but black and orange
(although Saint Mary's red and
navy has invaded my closet) and
baseball is usually the number
one topic of conversation between my friends and me. On
Wednesday, August 15th, I got
the day off from work and was
on Facebook talking with my
friends about how awesome the
Giants lineup was with Hunter
Pence, Pablo Sandoval, Buster
Posey, and Melky Cabrera and
how they produced a great 7-1
victory over the Washington
Nationals the night before.
But before we could all gloat
about this dangerous lineup,
MLB announced that Melky
Cabrera failed a drug test, lost
an appeals process and was
suspended for 50 games. He was
the MLB All-Star Game MVP, a
fan-favorite, and just like that, a
feel good story was wiped out.
It's a team and a city that is
always associated with steroid
usage, thanks to the BALCO lab
and Barry Bonds' steroid scandal. It was sad. Cabrera was the
second Giant to get suspended
for steroid usage in 2012: reliever Guillermo Mota was banned
for 100 games after mistakenly
taking children's cough syrup
that contained a small dosage of
a drug that is on MLB's banned
drug list. A careless mistake, but
a mistake nonetheless. But the
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Senior Lauren Corp was named MVP of _the Sacramento State Invitational after leading the Gaels to three sweep victories.

bV George Robles
Sports Editor

The Saint Mary's volleyball
team completed a three-match
sweep of Morgan State (25-5, 2515, 25-12), Boise State and Sacramento State in route to be named
the Sacramento State Invitational
champions. In the first match, the
Gaels got off to an early 12-0 lead
against Morgan State and never
looked back to take the first set by
a dominating score of 25-5. The
next two sets were the same story
of domination by Saint Mary's as
they used a 14-3 run in the third
to cap off the victory. Senior Lauren Corp led the team with nine
kills, followed by senior Gabby

Jolly with seven kills and Kristina
Graven with six kills. They also
all finished with no errors while
hitting .425 as a team.
The next day the Gaels
matched up against Boise State
where they would win a hard
fought match 3-0. Lauren Corp
led Saint Mary's with 13 kills with
Gabby Jolly adding 12. Overall
the Gaels hit an impressive .435
en route to their third straight
win. In the first, the Gaels and
Broncos were back and forth before Saint Mary's went on a series
of 5-0 run's to win the set. In the
second, the Gaels took and early
15-9 lead before Boise State went
on a long run to take over the set
16-18. Then Saint Mary's turned

on the heat en route to the 27-25
set win. In the third set, the Gael
domination set in yet again late
in the set as they would go on a
3-1 run at then end to claim the
set and match.
In the final match of the weekend, Saint Mary's face off against
host Sacramento State in the
championship game where they
would sweep yet again 3-0. Kristina Graven and Lauren Corp
led the Gaels with 17 and 15 kills
respectively with Gabby Jolly
adding l 0. Graven also had 17
digs to lead the red and blue to
victory.
Lauren Corp was named Most
Valuable Player of the tournament after having 37 kills on a

.369 percentage in the three wins.
Jolly and Graven were named to
the All-Tournament team after
having 29 and 31 kills in the three
matches.
"We were very happy with
today's matches," said head
coach Rob Browning. "Boise
State and Sac State are very good
fundamentally sound teams. Both
matches required a good effort,
sharp focus and clean execution
on our part. .. the girls responded
to that challenge."
Next up, the Gaels will travel
to Kansas to play in the Kansas
State tournament beginning on
Thursday where they face Kansas State and then Utah State on
Friday.

hv George Robles
Sports Editor

Courtesy o smcgaels.com

Saint Mary's Cross Country had a solid weekend at the USF Invitational as women placed 5th and men placed 11th

Saint Mary's cross country
debuted the 2012 season this
past Saturday at the USF Invitational at Golden Gate Park
in San Francisco. The Women
placed a solid fifth out of 19
teams while the men posted
an 11 <h place out of 17. On
the women's side, a variety of
underclassmen led the Gaels in
the Sk race including freshman
Taylor Khan (18:49) and Carina
Novell (18:56) in their collegiate
debut. Sophomore Cristina Garcia posted a 19:01 while Katie
Alioto had the fourth best Saint
Mary's time at 19: 19 and Alicia
Doohan was fifth with a 19:32.
For the men, Saint Mary's

Preview meet.

